
The Importance of Statistical-Geospatial Integration

Strengthening Statistical and Geospatial Integration
“The SDGs Geospatial Roadmap and the GSGF Implementation Guide”

Tuesday, 2 August 2022
2:30 pm - 3:55 pm

United Nations Headquarters, New York 

Moderated by: Lorraine McNerney, Ireland



The Importance of Statistical-Geospatial Integration
- Ireland’s experience

Lorraine McNerney, CIO Ordnance Survey Ireland



Policy and Stakeholder Co-ordination

Statistics and Data GovernanceGeospatial Data and GeoHive Platform

Ireland’s geo-statistical partnership for Agenda 2030 Commitments



2030 Agenda: goals, targets, indicators - and data!



GeoHive - Ireland’s UN SDG Reporting Platform



Then… refocusing the SDG team to COVID-19



Foundations of Ireland’s approach – applying existing frameworks



Terms of Reference, March 2020

July 2013

1
To build a participation network that facilitates the “collect 
once, use many times” philosophy of the Public Service 
Data Strategy in the response to the COVID-19 outbreak

To introduce geospatial and statistical data governance 
procedures that focus on reducing/removing data 
duplication.

To maximise the use of the GeoHive through appropriate 
data collection and data visualisation

2

3
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Data, infrastructure and processes

The Group established:

✓ GeoHive COVID-19 response platform with public/private/secure virtual 
data hubs

✓ Geo-statistical data governance and management sub-group to provide 
expertise in support of the national COVID-19 response

✓ GeoHive technical architecture sub-group to provide the expertise in 
support of the national COVID-19 response

✓ Various data led initiatives - which are summarised in the following slides





Over

350

million
views since June 2020



Local Authority Dashboards & An Garda Síochana Data Hub

Public and secure 

dashboards; updated daily.

Publically available for use 

by all Local Authorities with 

a daily data supply.

Secure access for all 

Policing Control Room 

for traffic mobility and 

trend analysis.

Pavement Width, Public Transport 

& Retails Locations



Dept. of An Taoiseach business dashboards / reports

Map-based dashboard and report that displays business and 
retail information, showing the classification, density and size of 

business premises by location.



Key takeaways

• Geospatial data and apps have played a key role in revealing insights, patterns and 
trends as part of the Ireland’s COVID-19 response.

• Geospatial and statistical data governance removed duplication and enabled sharing.

• Rapid response due to re-use of existing platform, however there was still a significant 
data management overhead due to various standards used across data sources.

• Resulted in the real understanding of the value that geospatial data and infrastructure
plays in enabling data sharing, collaboration & analysis to gain insights and to manage.

• Significant demand for data from citizens, academia and others.



Conclusions

• It’s all about the data. Does it exist, is it up to date, is it accessible, who knows 
about it?

• Collaboration is key. It is easier to build quickly on existing relationships/platforms 
than to build new ones.

• The race to real time is complex. The data we use is from the past, the problems we 
are solving are in the future.

• A single source of truth is essential. Not having to debate the data allows more 
time to debate the policy. 



5*S Partnership – Space, Surveyors, STEM, Students and the SDGs

A joint initiative providing education and 
outreach to over 10,000 second level 

students and over 25% of all secondary 
schools in Ireland

Delivering customised StoryMaps and an SDG 
Augmented Reality App to interactively engage with 

SDG Data using Ireland SDG Data Hub -
https://irelandsdg.geohive.ie/

https://5sdiscover.maynoothuniversity.ie/



Our Side Event today…


